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LAUREL,  MM.  (BP  aiM  local  ra- 
porU)  —The  leader  of  a  network  of 
sonic  4,000  predominantly  African 
American  cnurchea  in  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  has  ^ 
issued  an  open  letter  urging  tec-  j 
oncillation  between  Ethics  ft  Reli-  i 
rious  Liberty  Commission  (ERLC) 
President  Russell  Moore  and  those 
threatening  to  vrithbold  (Op¬ 
erative  Pro^m  (CP)  money  over 
some  of  his  stances. 

.  Byron  Da)r,  pastor  of  Emman¬ 
uel  Church  in  Laurel,  Md.,  and 
presideat  of  the  National' African 
American  Fellowship  of  the  SBC, 
wrote  in  a  March  9  latter  that  while 
'feathers  have  been  ruffled  on  both 
sides...  obedience  to  the  Bible’s 
teaching  can  surely  offer  *  solutioo 
so  that  we  can  get  back  to  working 
together  to  share  the  good  news  on 
Cod's  love,  forghreoeea,  and  gift  of 

— 'm.- 

Duputes  ta- 
BardiJM  Moore’s 
mdership  are 
dividing  South¬ 
ern  Baptiata  and 
'hurting  the  name 
of  Jesus  CSirist  and 
the  furtherance  of 
the  (3oswl,’  Day 
wrote,  aodina  the 
ERLC  president 
'baa  done  nothing 
worthy  of  discipline  or  firing.* 

Day’s  letter  came  less  than 
a  month  after 
the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Commit¬ 
tee  in  Nashville 
Isunched  s  for¬ 
mal  study  regard- 
the  issue  of 
churches  escrow¬ 
ing  Cf  money  over 
Moore's  setions, 
and  two  months 
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'Now  h  not  the 
time  for  diviskxi 
but  unity,  and 
we  must  be 
diligent  to 
preserve  the 
uriity  we  have  in 
Christ.  Perhaps 
we  should  ^ 
tzdee  a  step  back 
and  oorcsider 
what  would 
most  hctoor 
Christ.  The 
name  of  Jesus  is 
too  valuable  and 
the  pleaching 
of  the  Gospel  to 
the  world  too 
important  to  (io 
otherwise.' 

Byron  Ony 

pastor  of 
tonmanwai 
CiNireh  in 
Lauroi,  MM.,  and 
praaldant  of  ttw 
Motionaf  AMcan 
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Fall 
of  tha 


after  Dallaa-area  Prestonwood 
(lurch’s  senior  pastor,  former 
SBC  President  Js»  Graham,  an¬ 
nounced  the  church  will  escrow 
CP  funds  over  'various  siuifi- 
cant  positions  taken  by  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  Ethics  ft  Religious 
Uneiiy  Commission.’ 

The  Executive  Committee  has 
receWed  reports  of  similar  ac¬ 
tions  by  other  churefaes. 

One  complaint  cited  by  Gra¬ 
ham  is  allied  'disresMctful- 
ness’  by  Moore  toward  evan¬ 
gelical  supporters  of  Donald 

Trump  during  tbe  2016  presi- 
•  dential  campaign. 

Graham  is  connected  to 

'  Trump  through  his  service  on  tbe 
President’s  25-member  Religious 
Advisory  Panel.  In  an  October 
2016  blog  en^  on  stream. org., 
Graham  explained thepaoere  te- 
i  spoBsibiUty  asT^to  offer  prayer, 

1  spiritaal  sup- 

'  port,  and  pas¬ 

toral  counael  to 
Mr.  Tmmp  and 
his  team.* 

Dwi^t  McK- 
issic,  African 
American  pastor 
of  (^merstone 
Church  in  Ar¬ 
lington,  Texas, 
tdio  has  served 
as  trustee  for  Southwestern  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Pt.  Worth,  in  a  March  6 
blog  on  sbcvoices.com  warned  of 
the  possible  conseouences  of  tak- 
ing  action  against  Moore. 

The  outcome  of  this  inves¬ 
tigation  will  speak  volumes  to 
Black  Southern  Baptist  CoBvf»; 
tion  Cbnrchts  as  to  whether  or 
not  any  church  leader  or  entity 
head  who  pubfically,  critically 
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Christians 
hit  hard  in 
Sinai  area 
of  Egypt 

WTANBUL.  Twta*  lan  and 
toeaS  rspofts)  Hiendreds  of 
OirMiaiai  continue  to  flood 
out  of  the  BgypdaD  town  of 
Al-Aifah  in  notttMm  Sinai  af¬ 
ter  tbe  third  Coptic  Christian 
in  a  week  was  gunned  down, 
repotted  fay.lilamic  State- 
liiiked  muita^. 

The  mam  exodus  comes 
after  the  Coptic  Christians 
were  kfiled  .in  what  appears 
to  be  the  «mk  of  muitanu 
mxkiiw  good  on  Islamic 
Slate  Os)  threats  issued  in  a 
Feb.  19  video  to  rid  the  coun¬ 
try  of  *idBlaters.* 

WW  EGYPT  on  p.  a 
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The  cooperation  battleground 
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30  yews  removejl 
“O®  tw  Coneerrative  fieeur- 
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er^  Proptm  we  ^cea»e  to  «&. 
revJSh  ™ conflict 
Beptists 

®  not  lUKicTstand  nor  appreciate 
Baptirt  Paitfa  and 
j.  'Wiat  benefit 

n  tbe  CMunient  if  we  hold  othera  to  a 
®otei^I  atandard  Of  wbat  it  it  to  be 
a  Baptiat?  In  thoit,  there  it  none.  The 

doct^nt  baa  than  w 


Guest  opinion 

with  Joshua  CrutchSeW 
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drowned 


I  ®"t"®»t*d  altogether. 

nod  the  Trump  su^rte 

andwn-T^p  supporter  alUce.  da 
Southern  Baptists,  ive  believe; 

/nra,!^  *°  ***  divinely  intpired 

(BFUf  aooo.  Article  I). 

(S«tj|  nooo^Art;^"^ 

rnS,'!?***  “  ****  incarnate  Son  of  God 
(BFWI 2000,  Artide  H-B). 

“tade  in  the  image  of  God. 
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- •“““■wcagiouna  to  be  drowned  t  *“‘^h  to  every 

out^or  muted  alt^^^.  «rowned  t people,  and  nation.  We  co^rate 

document  of  faith  allowt 

^eotegicalroomintheSouthcmltoD-  f2Sl!j^®^'?“'y.^cational.aa<i 
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and  pon-Trump  supporter  all^  a. 

Southern  Baptittt,  we  believe: 

•a!?^  Views  and  opinions  fit 

mill?*  *“  •**  divinely  intpired  **■*'“«"•  of 

(BFUf  2000.  Article  n  not  with  our  ovim  views  .nH 
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Religious  liberty  subject  of  six-week  study 


■  Religious  Liberty  and 
ere-  Mission. 

■  Religious  Liberty  and  the 
Common  Good. 

■  Rdi^us  Liberty  in  the 
Pub^  Square. 

■  r4^ous  Liberty  and 

_  Common  Objections. 

hete  the  body  of  The  curriculum’s  primary 
hiuTio  its  witness  authors  are  Phillip  Bethancourt, 

ahead,"  Moore  ERLC  executive  vice  presutent. 

_ ^ _ _  _ . _ „  _.j  is  thankful  for.  and  Andrew  Walker,  the  ERLCs 

es  announced  the  rdease  on  the  partnemip  with  LifeWay  director  of  pcJicy  studies. 

Mardi  7  of  the  study  titled.  Re-  and  those  who  contributed  to  Walker  told  BP  the  ERLC- 
ligious  Liber^  How  ^  Gospel  the  study. 

Shapes  Our  mrst  Freedom,  'nie  Michael  Kelley,  director  of 
six-week  study  is  available  for  LifoWiw’s  Groups  Ministry  , 
purchase  through  LifeWay.  noted  'most  of  us  have  never 
The  &ee  exercise  of  rdigion  experienced  life  without  re- 
guaranteed  in  the  First  Amend-  ligious  liberty.  It's  one  of  the 
ment  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  great  blessinu  we  enjoy,  but 
is  under  attack  for  some  Chris-  also  one  of  the  Uessmgs  we 
tians  and  other  relimus  ad-  m^t  take  for  granted, 
herents,  especially  those  who  *We  are  hopeful  that  this 
c^jea  to  using  uieir  services  study  «vill  be  a  ereat  resource 
for  same  sex  %veddings  or  to  to  help  many  better  under¬ 
performing  abortions  or  other  ^nd  and  appreciate  this 
mebheal  procedures  that  violate 
their  consciences. 

In  addition,  some  in  the 
church  seem  uncertain  wbetb', 
religious  freedom  should 
tend  to  people  of  all  hiiths. 

The  curnculum’s  goal  is  to 
“equip  churches  to  see  religiou.s 
liberty  as  it  is  —  mounded  m  the 
Gospel,"  ERLC  President  Rus¬ 
sell  Moore  said  in  a  written  re-  freedom, 
lease.  "In  an  age  when  religious  The  six  lessons  are: 
libetw  is  increasingly  imperileei  ■  Religious  Liberty  in  To¬ 
ws  aU  need  to  be  raninded  that  dayji  Culture. 
reUgfous  Dbinty  iso^t  a  partisan  ■  Reli^ous  Liberty  and  tbe 


NASHVILLE  (BPI  —  TWo  Nash-  tal  part  of  being  made  in  the 
vSle-based  Southern  Baptist  image  of  God,  and  beint 
entities  have  ccanbined  efforts  ated  with  a  conscience  that  is 
to  produce  a  smaD  group  st^'  answerable  ultimately  to  'Jluist, 
on  reli^ous  liberty  at  a  time  not  Caesar." 
vdien  mai^  people  feel  the  fun-  He  prays  the  stiafy  "vrill 
ifeynetitjil  freedom  appean  to  help  bnievers  and  churches 
be  bodi  threatened  aM  misun'  dismantle  m^hs  and  miscon- 
derstood  in  the  United  States.  ceptions  anc' 

The  Ethics  &  Relioous  Uh-  Christ  be  fail 
etW  Commission  (ERLO  aird  in  the  years  « 

LifeWay  Christian  Resodiv  said,  adding  he 


LifeWay  curriculum  is  the 
first  to  bis  knowledge  to 
"dedicated  explicitly  to  reli¬ 
gious  .'berty.* 

‘Con.»idenng  that  religiou.s 
liberty  f.ices  challenging  head¬ 
winds  like  never  before,  it  is 
urgent  that  Christians  under¬ 
stand  the  reliance  and  ne¬ 
cessity  of  religious  liberty,  not 
only  for  tbemselvos.  but  how 
its  biblical  foundation.s  lay  the 
Moimdwork  for  a  society  that 
rosters  respwt  and  liberty  a  rr;-' 
great  diversity,"  Walker  said  in 
written  comments. 

"Understood  from  a  biblical 
perspective,  religious  liberty  is 
religious  "Tiberty  expert.  Each  a  viud  component  for  the  ad- 
group  session  includes  15  -  20  vance  of  the  Gospel '  he  said, 
minutes  of  video  featuring  pas-  “Consciences  mast  be  free  to 
tors,  scholars,  and  other  lead-  respond  to  thrist,  and  free  so- 
ers  commenting  on  religioas  ciefies  ensure  that  persuasion  - 

not  coercion  —  can  occur." 

Materials  for  the  study 
may  be  ordered  at  lifeway. 
coin  / n  / product -family/ 
r«Uuoua-iibecty?cUl-ttDV.- 
TeHjpottstlbswyt 
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PHILLIP  BETHANCOURT  A  ANDREW  T.  WALKER 
wmi  RUSSELL  MOORE 


Religious  expression  bill  on 
way  to  Ky.  governor’s  desk 


-Injure that » 

UOCterStanoinfl  Ot  tn®  unconstitutional  and  cost  ihe 
BTties,  which  we  hoW  «tate  a  ^fty  legal  bill.  Support- 
Bd.  is  confirmed  from  ers  said  it  would  be  «  *«apoi 

natntime  is  also  BD-  m  the  war  being  waged  against 

ne  to  time,  is  eiso  Christianity. 

propnate  Kentucky  state  Rep.  Joni 
_  Jenkins,  D-LouisviUe,  said 

”  lawmakers  should  not  be 

trying  to  push  religion  onto 
campuses.  “1  believe  reli¬ 
gion  should  be  expressed  in 
church  or  in  the  pnvacy  of  my 
home,  not  in  public  schools, 
she  said. 

In  March  2013.  Republican 
Mississippi  Gov.  Phil  Bryant 
signed  Senate  Bill  2633.  the 
Mississippi  Student  Rehgioua 
Ubertief  Act  of  2013  The 
measure  protects  students 
from  being  discriminated 
against  in  a  public  school  for 
expressing  their  religious 
viewpoints  or  engaging  in  reli¬ 
gious  activities.  The  principal 
fegialative  author  it  recorded 
as  state  Sen,  Chris  McDaniel, 
R.  Elllsville. 


FRANKFORT,  Ky.  IBP  nnd 
local  raporta)  Students 
would  be  able  to  exprew  reli¬ 
gious  and  political  viewpoints 
m  public  schools  and  on  col¬ 
lege  campuses  without  inter¬ 
ference  nt>m  administrators 
under  a  bill  that  cleared  its 
final  legislature  hurdle  March 
6  and  is  headed  to  Kentucky 
Gov.  Matt  Berln  to  be  signed 
into  law. 

State  Sen.  Albert  Robinson, 
R-London,  said  he  decided  to 
sponeoT  Senate  Bill  17  after  a 
Johnson  CounW  elMnentaiy 
school  removed  biblical  ref¬ 
erences  from  a  preeentation 
of  Charlie  Brown  s  Christmas 
Carol  in  *015. 

Robinson  is  of  the  Pente- 
co^  feith.  Bavin  ^ends  an 
independent  Christian  mega- 
churra  in  Loufevflle. 

The  bill,  which  batically  af- 
finna  rights  that  are  alrca^  in 
place,  was  adopted  on  im  01-8 
vota.  RcMnaoB  said  he  felt  the 
lrgfelatf~~  was  ascamsty  to 
elsar  to  educators  that 


R-ElUabathtown 


SUCCESS  -  Ksntucky  .state  Sen  Albert  Robinson,  B-London 
(Mwers  1  ftoor  speech  m  favor  of  his  rehgious  expression  bill  that 
ultimatelv  v*on  fsvsl  passage  in  the  Kentucky  Lagislatura  and  is  on 
Its  WBv  to  Republican  Gov  Matt  Bevin  to  be  signed  into  lew  (BP 
photo  courtasv  of  LRC) 
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««^i^t  wherever  we  are.  He 

***“  *  ••era  things 
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of  their  Bvm  • '*ra-open  door 

•nd  t****  would  bring  them  to  to 

“S!  ««l^ntance.  Sf**L?**  •“  •onieone 

■  those  Ptav  John  i6:8-n,  “And  ™  *•“>  Praying, 

sir-  JOIIOAN  "'itnn M cornea, he  will  '^■y»  to  extend 

IS  are  convict  the  wSIid  coiacUnin.  2^'"'“'^"  to  thoac^^ 

‘tt^  church  n*hteousiieBB  and  "*  Praying  to 

'  tj'o^nndays ao, you  concemiiw ain  lahl «?**  ^  ®**ter aervices 

t.  ^tthjr  are  1^  taUiM  {’*'■“•' •it'y  do  not  Wiew  toyour  «vhen 
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I»ite  some  or  all  of  the 
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iraftoni.  Pastors, you  lead 
i21'»»y  «nd  set  the  example 
^n  now  chaHenging  your 
P~Ple.  Affirai  to  your  peo[.h 
rat  you  will  preach  the 
*0  *«*urrectioii  on 
e«er  Sunday,  and  you  will 
?*  ***y  to  salva 

tl^ugh  Christ.  Start 
SnYv  “*  your  people  you 
he  pray^  up,  filled  up. 
i****’  •oo  overflow  inv 
*«A  the  Joy  of  the  Gospel 
hi'^tinR.  sharing 
«nd  prt^uning  tfc  Gospel 

t^Jii^Baateradavo/ 

o^ratmg  the  Cross  and 
Mwrection,  but  also  a  dav  of 
for  mftny. 

Jbri^n  it  executive  diret 
^••rtbe  Baptist  Genera/ 
^MurnticHi  of  Oklahoma  in 
Cftp.  This  column 
J(pf  appear^ in  the  Baptist 


ftScLTS.'CK? 

jwn  present  the  Gospel 

or  th^  hearth 

i^pel  in  a  worship  servira 

"'^pi*  respo^  to  the  Gospel 
®P*Jjhtruto,  but  keep^  ‘ 
rsooan  A1 - 

■  J“otto 
^.^.“JT^Th^is 


.  .  -W  _ _  "r'J'raewr  toU  «nr  o 

•  »weral  weekabe^’  (beptistme! 

•r  k—  ..  .  ^.com),  the  conventii 

— -  precede  tST*  Journal,  and  app 

hh»w  toSTtlme  to 


NRB  surveys  attacks 
on  religious  liberty 

ORLANDO,  Ha  (BP  and  local  r*-  as  Adanta’s  fire  chief  for  advocaline 
Dortsl  —  three  clients  of  Affiance  the  bUic^  view  of  marriaae  and 


preschooidirector.andalbRnerfire  Call  Larsen  told  NRB  partM- 
diief  described  legal  battles  in  pants  that  his  company  "exists 

a  public  pobcy  aeaskn  sponsored  to  Ratify  God  throu^  t(»  qual- 
byADF  at  the  Orlando  World  On-  ity  mema  production.”  B^use 
ta  Marriott  Th^  rases  and  others  marriage  is  a  central  theme  in  the 
likeiy  will  determine  the  future  of  Uraens’  lives,  he  said,  “[Wie’re  es- 
reli^ouB  ficedom  in  America,  ADF  cited  to  teO  stmics  about  the  glocy 
Setuor  (Counsel  Erik  Stanley  told.  ofGodinmairiaae.' 
theaudieiroe.  At  Are  core  of  iiieirreluHd  to  vid- 

*I  &mK  bri^  that  within  the  eo  non-biblical  laatriagn  *>  a  oon- 
next  decade  or  soyhowOuistians  are  victico  that  nobody  Aordd  be  fcewd 
niing  to  be  tresM  in  esnpioyment  to  week  or  weak  or  say  amtteg 
m  the  pul^  square,  in  cbuicw  [is]  that's  a  viobttoo  of  their  deeply  held 
fBiitKtobedeadedincoiiitcases,iD  befiefe,”  Laisen  ssid. 


Christians  must  return  to  the  uD- 

derstanding  that  reifrious  Iffietty  is  Children  in  die  ne^iboifaooduae 

an  "uniffienable  riel^  that  "riioukl  TritiiHf  Lutheran's  ptayground  out- 
nottummttewhmofwhDisinof-  ride  school  bouts,  iQraie  said. 'll 
fice,’hepointodOut  feels  like  a  double  Stanford,  and  we 

Joiniire  Stanley  In  the  diacus-  wmild  just  Ike  the  Supreme  Court 
skmweiie:  to  do  away  whfa  the  double  standard 

■  Crid  Larsen,  oo-owner  widi  and  rule  in  our  favor”  so  dddien 
his  wile  Angel  of  Tdesoqpe  Media  ‘can  be  just  as  safe  on  our  phy- 
Group.lhnarsmhinefiiedapre-  ground  as  they  cor^  on  am  c*hCT 
enfotoemeiA  di^enge  to  a  Minne-  neutral  plmground,"  she 

sota  law  that  would  require  diem  to  Trinity  Lutheran  a  fhaHengr  »  a 

make  films  of  same  sex  marriages  If  “sleeper  case,  but  this  kind  (rf  case 
they  create  movies  of  wedt&igs  be-  win  ^^jainctpleefcr^  fore  «- 
tween  a  man  and  a  woman.  They  erdaecfreSgKmtnqvtogforwaiow 
roidd  face  as  to  *3a/>oo  in  fines  the noitfinv decades.  StanJevsaid. 
and  90  dsysm  jail  pet  violadon. 

■  Annette  Kiehne.  of  rnj-hrmm 

the  Trinity  Lutheran  Child  leam- 

ing  Onler  in  Columbia,  Mo.  Tire  AtlanU  dficiais  Cochw 
state  leieited  Trii%  Lutherans  even  though  an  mvwtigBtion 
apphearionto  be  part  of  a  pro-  riu^  AamiM^ 

gram  using  recyded  tires  to  pn>-  against  employees  basrf  on  to 
Sde  s^Tndiberued  surfaces  for  bdiefc  \Vben  he 
children’s  playgrounds  became*  ennunatioo  aa  a  bfai»  Rrdng^ 

accocdiite  to^tostate,  indudins  in  Sbreyeport,  La..  Cod^  ^he 
_ _ — weirs mrt  rwi#  tA  'T IllUnfltP  SB  fl 


ELSCTRONK:  EVANGEUZINO  -  Cahrii  Mefarfond  (left)  and  pastor  Mark  Helton  taviawi 
analytics  that  show  how  many-paopla  are  bstarung  to  sermons  from  first  Church  in  Monbeetlo. 
Ky.  The  church  has  adopted  several  relatrvely  ineaperwve  sdcial  media  platforms  as  means  to 
spraad  the  Gospel  around  the  world  (Bf>  photo  courtesy  of  Kentucky  Today) 


Social  media  working  for 
a  small-town  Ky.  church 


—  More  UUU)  5,UWU  - ' 

rvatdiedandlistenedtosman-  media  production 
town  pastor  Mark  Hehon's  ist.  said  he  is  exated  to  s« 
sennooB  on  smartphones,  more  congrmnons  tek- 
tablets,  and  annpuler  moni-  mg  the  Gospel  into  cyber- 
tors  over  the  past  month.  space  where  so  '"“"X 

Find  Church  in  Monticello,  have  an  opportunity  to  bear 
Ky,  has  embraced  the  rela-  about  Jesas.  ^ 
lively  inexpensive  technol-  Branmn  said  chureJ^ 

haTallowed  congre-  tovenT  y«  »>* 

^ons  of  all  six**  to  vastly  should  ronsider  doing  so  On 
Screase  their  reaches.  On  a  w^eekh  basis,  so™  of  our 
the  typical  Sunday  morning,  churchw  are  reaching  thou- 
Hekon  preaches  to  about  200  sands  of  people  who  may  not 
familiar  faces  gathered  in  the  otherwise  hear j  Gospel  m^- 
uews  while  analytics  show  sage,  and  they  re  finding  it  s 
that  lats  of  others  from  his  really  not  tliat  expensive  to 
community  and  beyond  tune  ventme  into  livestreaming. 

inremotelv.  ® 

‘It  has  Seen  an  eye-opener  era,  a  computer  with  stream- 
for  me,"  Helton  said.  "Tech-  ing  soft^-  or  hardware,  and 
nology  provides  incredible  relatively  good  Internet  wr- 
op^unities  for  sharing  vice.  Armed  with  very  miKlest 
the  Gospel."  equipment,  t^;^  can  literally 

The  Pew  Research  Cen-  reach  the  world, 
ter  riported  la.st  mon'Ji  that  Mcha^nd  amcklv  adopt- 
nearty  mne  out  of  10  Amen-  ed  F^book  Uve,  "'h'ch  "j!- 
cans  are  online,  a  fact  that  lows  him  to  stream  Helton » 
isn't  lost  on  Helton's,  media  sennqn-s  in  real  time  on  the 
crew  led  by  Calvin  McFar-  worlds  mewt  popular  swi^ 
land,  ft  n\ail  carrier  whoBe  ni«ha  platform.  McharUnd 
orofeftftioMl  training  was  in  tUoputslhe^rm()nson  B<»x* 
SiemicaJ  warfare  during  his  and  ma^  them  avail 

veani  in  the  military.  able  on  the  church  website. 

don't  have  a  background  From  his 
in  technology.  It's  just  some-  Kentucky  town  McFarU^  e 
ibiiwl  l^Sd  up,"  McFar-  helping  First  Church  of  Mon 

‘1  caS  it  a  spiritual  gift,"  He  is  continually  lookiite  fo 


the  center  in  die  program  would 
violate  a  Misaouri  law  barring  gov¬ 
ernment  funding  of  religioo. 

Stoidw  win  argue  the  case  before 
die  DA  Supreme  Court  00  April  i9-_ 


C  ..  ■  .  -  — - a - -  ^  , 

■  KehwCdchnin,  who  %va0  fired  coBs 
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CTUIICH,  tALTILLO,  visited 
'  Nursmg  Hoftia  Feb.  w. 
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XDYS  WVWOWM:  SPWMSU-LBZY 
Clue:  P  *  W 

SjimiApu^cryptoeraphi/ and  ecereiae  your  Bible 

King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en- 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
ttaouaketB  the  pwale.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
iaet  umsltt  pusile:  James  2:5  ■ 

•r  CTrf  l»3;.-M04.  e  2005 


GRIFFITH  MEMORIAL  CHURCH,  JACK- 
SON,  ordained  Steve  McWhorter  aftd  Ooug 
Bradahew  a«  deacons  Feb.  19  Shovvn  are  Mc¬ 
Whorter.  pastor  Artdv  FuOrngton.  and  Bradshaw. 


The  chUdren  ol  VICTORY  CHURCH.  JEFF 
DAVIS  COUNTY,  recently  presented  a  pro¬ 
gram  on  the  disciples  of  Jesus. 
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College 

News 


►  BestColl^es.com 
has  ranked  Mississippi 
College  as  number 
one  among  the  state's 
four-year  schools. 

The  report  evaluated 
MC's  coats,  academic 
strengths.  cMentiop 
rates  and  othar  laetaa- 
tora  to  reach  its  Conclu 
sioD  in  late  February. 


PLEASE  PRAY  AND  CONSIDER  ATTENOIND 
ONE  OF  THESE  TELL  ME  RALLIES! 
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The  &nt  volume  inekKM  « 

Mtiei  introdnclloii,  ao  overview 

of  ^HMseon'e  IMe  eod  timee,  rt 

setmon#  he  preudied  itinewntl)' 
■i  and  Id  hie  fimt  peshnMe  >t  Wa- 

t  terheuA  Chep«,  end  Oeorp^* 

t  aoidyeia  el  the  senaoDs. 

t*  Eadi  vohuue  wWdn 
5  cQiDpilitioB  will  include  fuiK 
„col«»  hMtollee,  tsfaas^ 
tionai  eonteutwrt  and  Wo- 
rraphicat  toteoduetioiu,  and 
e^  tortal  'dhnetatiooa  nf  vei^ 
monairdm  Spuraean'auarlieet 
yeaninthe^plt 

The  hoit  Senaona  d  CM- 
SpurvwQ  apprawaatchi 
>;  loK  more  matenm  to  S{wr 
^  geon  (  complete  body  of  liten 
tute,  with  the  voiunice  being 
develf^ed  for  Kholam,  peston, 
ukL^tdcnlaahke 


sources  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
C'onventfoa  in  Nashville. 

*It  Is  a  ucnvendoos  occasion 
to  partner  with  BItR  Academic 
end  muk  the  lamiddM  of  tUa 
vital  aeries -"Tbs  IjdNt  Settnons 
of  C.H.  Spuigeon,  which  doco- 
menla  SpuiBBon's  Mrtieat  aer- 
oxMis  —  on  am  campus  of  Mid- 
wetutn  SeoiinBry,  President 
JaseoAUtnsnid. 

“God  has  shown  inuneasor- 
abte  {svor  upon  our  iaatitu- 
tfon  over  the  peat  five  vcata, 
.ma  one  of  the  mcatest  Mest- 
in^  ttas  been  through  send¬ 
ing  Chnstian  George  to  serve 
on  our  faculty  and  curate  our 
Spsngeon  library. 

'*Aa  one  of  the  foranoat 
Sp««gB0D  scboiaH,  Dr.  Oaosce 
baaveorked  Ordeaely  teacanm- 
ing  and  vnitiim  thia  volume..^ 
I  am  certain  that  these  efforts 
wiBwy  enotmmB  dividends  in 

..  _  _ iji  t. _ • 


vtfiBwy  enormous  oivKieiias  i 
readung  the  worldfor  Christ.' 
JkoB  Baird,  vice  president  < 


Jim  Baird,  vice  president  of 
Bftfl  Acadeasle.  noted  that  the 
launch  of  the  initial  volume 


and  offer  a  pradieal  resoorcs 
thsit  cncoiirages  Christian  be- 
lievata  everywhere- 
^Ihii>  pR^cct  rracceenta 


tiaa  UbMe  <he 
of  a  ffAfiit  part 


depth  and  breadth  of  Charfoa 
Sptirgeua's  ministry.'' 

George  dsacribed  hfisv,  while 

researduag  far  his  doctor  of 
phiioaopfay  degree  at  Spvs- 
geon’s  Coliegs  in  Undoa.  be 
came  across  the  original  jom- 
nsis  containing  the  setmona.- 
He  said  he  soon  realised  they 
were  meaaegea  that  Spuraeoo 
bad  previousK  proousej  to 
have  putiHshed  for  Us  leaden 
but  uwttunat^',  the  deoiandi 
ofodnistiy  prevented  him  from 
fiilllBing  his  promise. 

Thus,  the  sermom  bad 
been  lost  to  histoty  fi>r  some 
ifioyears. 

Gpon  realizing  the  yalue 
and  scope  of  the  documents, 
Gaot^  said  be  came  to  an 
agreement  vMi  the  coUege'i 
principal  and  began  to  search 
mr  a  publishing  company.  In 
due  course,  he  said,  that  led 
him  to  BBH  Academic,  with 
the  volumes  being  pufatiahed 
‘for  such  a  time  at  Um.’ 

George  said  the  aim  of  Oie 
aeries  is  to  bring  its  readers 
into  a  idoaer  rdsBoosbip  with 
Jeaus  ChriM  Ouougb  the  tens 
of  Cbaries  Spurgeon’s  ndnistry 


ffdlfiit  paitueraUp-.. 
said.  'TUe  paitaeMn 
igilisi  HI  tisiaily  aaii 

people  to  Oe 


"UUmatebr.  the  heartbeat 
of  Ods  pn^is  that  ha  read- 
eis  w<H  not  look  to  Spurgeon, 
but  tfaioig^  Bpufseui.  to  find 
t  darner  ithtfoosh^  whh  Je- 
tuaduisk*  Geotgp  said,  “nhete 


if  a  danger  that  we  mi^ 
sUp  ^HUgeoD.  and  we  certainly 
dont  want  tP  do  that:  We  want 
our  sole  focus  of  wotabip  to  be 
on  Christ. 

"However,  we  don't  warn 
to  forget  Spurgeon  and  hia 
contributions  to  the  Christian 
fohh,  ^tber." 

Volumes  2  and  3  am  in  varl- 
oiis  stages  of  the  editing  pro¬ 
cess  snd.  according  to  MH, 
the  full  12-volume  set  wiO  be 
comjdeted  by  20^3. 

Spurgeon,  born  in  1834, 
setvM  as  pastor  of  Metro- 
poUtsn  Thbemacle,  s  bondon 
megKfaurrb.  from  1834  until 
fail  deith  in  1802. 

The  SpuripioD  tfora^  at  MU- 
wealc,n  Seminary  W3S  dedicated 
in  October  2015  and  in&dcs 
Spurgeon’s  pcrtonal  collectioa 
at  moie  than  b,ooo  books  along 
vdOk  hundreds  of  aiOfadh.  let* 
teis,  and  aaaoited  mateliitb. 

The  seminary  acquired  the 
coUectfon  in  2006  from  William 
Jewell  CoUege  in  Ubeity,  Mo. 

Midwestern  Semtnary  is  also 
home  to  the  Spurgeon  Center 
for  Biblical  Preairhinfc  which  of- 
fns  a  Umiled- number  of  schol- 
arshipa  to  full-time  lesideatial 
students  called  to  paaioral  min- 
ietiy  snd  sponson  the  Charles 
Spensoo  LBEttees  on  BSitlcal 
Pieaaiing  each  fiifl. 

The  Spnzgecm  Oenlar  is  on- 
Sne  St  etoMT  jqwrgeesuatg. 


in  2005- 

He  sdisemiendy  was  Reel¬ 
ed  1^  the  Northwest  Baptist 
Convention  in  Vancouver. 
Wa.,  as  exeouttve  diractor- 
treasurer  in  2007,  serving 
until  bis  aecond  retirement 
at  the  Old  Uf  2012  During 
the  late  19700,  Crewi  served 
as  the  eonventfon's  director 
Of  ceneanuncationa  and  edi¬ 
tor  of  tha  Northwest  Baptfot 
WhaMS  aawiMper. 
was  liastor  of  tngjae-diuiehss 
over  s  spu  of  32  years,  in- 
chidiiig  the  2,300-menibcr 
Magnoiie  Avenue  Church 
in  Ri^ide,  Ca..  for  e^t 
veers.  Ihe  <hher  churches 
ats  in  Washington,  Oremn, 
alidTeaas.  He  also  served  w 

president  of  t^^ornm 


from  Gcdden  Gate  Semtnary 
to  Mill  Vtoky,  Ca.  (nowGa^ 
war  Seminary  in  Ontario, 
Ca.)  and  an  undergraduate 
deffwe  from  Oklahoma  Bap- 
tiat  UnivwdW  to  Shawnee. 
He  is  survived^  his  wife  and 
two  children.  fSoiirce;  Bap¬ 
tist  Press) 


RoiMtt  Parham,  BS,  who 
began  a  breakaway  ethics  oe- 
gpnfradon  for  nauHst  niodet- 
ples  during 
the  Sesrih-  ' 
cm  Bassist 

Convention's 
CousMvatfee 
Resurgence, 
diedlta^S 
In  Naabvffle 


and,  earlier,  the  Northwest 
Baptist  Conventkm.  Crews 
held  a  doctor  of  roiniatn  de¬ 
gree  from  Golden  Gate  semi¬ 
nary;  a  bachelor  of  dhrinity 
degree  from  Southwestern 


vetsity  to  AbOmie,  Texas.  He 
revived  Southwesteni  Semi¬ 
nary's  dtstinguiahed  alumni 
aw^  to  1994-  Crews  is  sur¬ 
vived  bv  hw  wife,  the  farmer 
.To  Ann  Cunningham.  He 
was  preceded  in  death  by  a 
son,  Ronald,  and  a  daughter, 
Rhonda.  Memorial  services 
vrere  March  9  at  Gateway 
Seminary  and  March  to  at 
Pathway  Church  to  Gresham, 
Or.  fSonros:  Baptist  Prtts) 


Jack  B.  Joltnaofi,  Bo,  the 
last  pieaklenr  of  the  Soumem 
PapiMt  Radio  and  Trievhion 

Commissfon  - 

(RTVOfraBi 

1990-9:'*. 

d£aa  Much 
5  to  Hen- 
denoo,  Nv. 

The  hroad- 
caat  minis- 
tty  beciuw 

N-'r*  '»«**°*‘ 
American 

Miaakm  Board  to  1997,  to  a 
leatruetnrli'x  df  the  Sonthem 
BaptM  Onnentfon.  Before 
his  efeciioD  as  mVC  preai- 


A  former  PABH^  . 
staffer  at  the 

Southern  Bap^t  Christton 
Life  Commission  (now  the 
Ethics  arid  Religious  lib¬ 
erty  CoBuniaaion),  Pariuun 
founded  the  Baptist  Center 
for  Ethics  to  Nashville  in 
1991.  He  was  one  of  five  chil- 
drra  bom  to  Bob  and  Jo  Atln 
Parham,  a  missioDary  coimie 
in  Nigeria  vdiio  were  serving 
with  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreton  Miaaion  Board  (now.^ 
the  uitemalional  Mbaiorf" 
Board).  Parham  held  a  Fh.D. 
in  Christian  ethics  trom  Bay¬ 
lor  UnlversTty  to  Waco,  Tex¬ 
as,  and  sertM  as  a  pastor 
In  Cego,  Texas,  to  >983-84. 

He  also  held  an  M.Div.  from 
Southern  Semtoaiy  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  and  an  under^d- 
uate  degree  in  international 
rtdations  from  Georgetown 
University  to  Washington. 
D.C.  Umu  finishing  his 
Ph.O„  Parham  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Christian  Life 
Cometiasion  in  1985  at  di¬ 
rector  of  liunger  concerns, 
later  serving  as  associate  di¬ 
rector  from  June  1988  unril 
hk  iwt  lesumatkm  to  lead 
the  BiMist  Center  for  Rth- 
ica.  He  M  survived  by  bis  wife 
Betsy  and  tbelr  two  ehfldtea, 
EUsa  and  Chris.  Funeral  trr- 
vlce  was  Mateh  13  at  Firm 
Cfanrch,  NoshvlUe.  (Sovnetf 
Baptitt  Pros  and  Religion 
Sew*  Service) 
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Truth  is  not  relativ<e. 

:  Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

t  Simply  sh.rre  the  followitijt  prayer  v\ith  Cod 

^  in  vour  own  words: 

^  ^  1.  lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  yo’u.  <1  have  s<nned.) 

i.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
m>  relationship  with  you. 
It  believe  in  Jesus.) 

►  _  4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ  into  mv  life. 

From  this  lime  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
vvid)  Him.  (1  receive  Christ  as  mv  Savior  and  lord.) 
as  re<  e/t  .-d  him  In  Ihi  m  /le  g.n  e  Ihc  fii;hl  to  bi-t  omt  <  hildrt'n  of 
hod.  rie/i  to  diosr  oho  hvliior  in  his  n.i/ne."  ifohn  I.IJK 
.1  flrcisiim  for  t  hrisi  lotl.tv,  <  onl.ut  .i  lot  .il  Soiillvern  B.iplis)  rhiirch 

(or  spirilu.vl  guicl.inte. 


battbecooaeiisttsathatWiUy-  driving  Us  car  throc^  the 
at  Siiiai,  die  Sinai  Provtoce  soutbem  outstdita  oC  ApAriah. 
bnndi  of  IS  previoutW  known  A  grovm  of  anned  iihaeSatB 
as  Ansar  Bait  al-Maqm,  killed  nopped  ZaBier  and  sM  him, 
niiu  was  the  the  men  in  a  rniest  to  tmorixe  kdnng  him  instandy,  according 
la  Copt  on  the  Christians  and  push  them  out  to  loou  media  reports, 
namonth.  oftheregion.  The  third  Com  to  meet  his 

ans.  primarily  Since  Egypt's  2013  coup,  death  at  die  hands  cd  suspected 
ateteoogniaed  the  mihtary-nm  govemment ,  jihadists  in  Al-Arish  was  Adel 
)f  fint-cesmuy  has  been  involved  m  counter-  Shawqy,  57,  a  day  laborer,  who 
Ibria  in  the  re-  inaurgency  operations  on  the  was  snot  ou  F^.  13. 
lud  until  the  Sinai  pemnsula  against  mem-  On  Feb.  16,  masked  men  am- 

nquest  in  the  beis  of  bodi  die  Muslim  Broth-  bushed  and  ^ot  Gamal  Ctrgis, 
re  esdmated  to  erhood  and  Salafi  groups  now  45,  a  Coptic  schooheacrier  ancl 
10%  of  Egypt's  fighdi^  under  the  banner  of  IS.  shoe  shrm  owner,  wt.ite  be  was 
n,wl^wouki  Milmuy  outposts  in  the  Si-  tending  nis  shop.  The  attack 
IS  at  tmtOKi-  nai  have  been  the  sites  of  re-  happened  no  mote  than  230 
Ki  peo^  peated  attacks  by  terrorist  yards  from  a  heavily  defended 
r  on  MW  the  groups,  and  the  Egj^ian  army  aiw  post, 
amel  Yousaef,  has  had  litde  success  making  Ine  current  exodus  isn't 
aci»rding  to  stratem  counter  attacks  or  et-  the  only  time  Copts  been 
less,  militants  fectivdy  protecting  members  forced  to  flee  Al-Aiish  in  recent 
riah  home  and  of  the  Coptic  minority  con-  history.  In  July  20i^  Coptic 
It  of  bis  fruD-  stantly  iindn  assauh.  villagm  fled  Al-Atish,  Ratah, 

rlier,  the  body  A  total  ot  six  Copts  have  and  Sheikh  Zuwayed  and  after 
65,  waa  fraina  been  kiOed  in  Al-Aiiui,  a  city  a  priest,  Mina  Aboud  Shatu- 
1-Arish  briiind  of  rou^dy  165,000  people,  in  bim,  was  grimed  down,  and  a 
iguage  sdiool  less  than  a  mootii.  On  Jan.  30,  Chris^  busineasniaa,  Mraffe 
;inb»»dw«l  snd  Wa'd  Yousaef,  35,  was  soot  Lamei,  was  abducted  and  kiUM 
gunmen.  down  at  his tmdlpocew store 

1,  45,  Hakim's  in  downtown  Al-Arish.  'ftie  as-  Ba^  on  momng  by 
id  burned  sailarrtsnmorted^shotYoussef  Morning  Star  News,  a  Col' 
Bsftiuiidintlic  in  broad  utyBgfat  in  front  of  his  ffornta-oosed  fjufeperufent 


him,  would  leave  his  onering 
at  the  altar,  seek  him  out,  ana 
be  reconciled  to  bis  brother,  to 
the  dory  of  Christ?  Would  not 
Goabe  glorified  and  Southern 
Baptists  be  better  served?” 

Day  clarified  to  BP  that 
his  questions  were  hypo¬ 
thetical  and  not  reflective  of 
firsthand  knowledge  aboot 
interactions  between  Moore 
and  his  critics. 

The  letter  concluded  that 
for  Southern  Baptists  to  have 
a  great  impact  for  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God,  they  '  must  not  be 
Ignorant  of  ttw  seliemns  M  Wm 
enemy  to  divide  us.” 

'Now  is  not  the  time  for  di¬ 
vision  but  unity,”  Day  wrote, 
'and  we  must  be  diligent  to 
preserve  the-  unity  we  have 
in  Christ.  Perhaps  we  should 
all  take  a  step  back  and 
consider  what  would  most 
honor  Chri.st. 

The  name  of  Jesu.s  is  too 
valuable  and  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel  to  the  world  too 
important  to  do  otherwise." 


Revivals  & 
Homecomings 

^  Maeadonfa  Church,  kaa 
County:  Revival,  Mar.  19-22; 
Sua  -  WetLd:^  pJiM  Rot 
Yanocy,  maker;  Don  Baggett, 
psafor,  Dexter  Grig^  miaic 

^  Holy  Sprinoa  Church. 
Oioofchiwan:  ttoaieooniinfr 
Mar.  19;  Sgukor  School,  10 
aJiL;  busniea  meetinfr  10:  w 
«jn,  followed  fay  muaic  by 
Hm  Frith  ft  Goapd  Echoes; 
covered  efleh  lunefa;  aOpni- 
oeede  go  to  the  cemetery  fund 


Submission  Guideiines 

■  The  Baptist  Bacord  it  pfeaead  10  puWiah  news  and 
photographs  of  apacial  avaots  that  taka  ptoca  in  eoopatabnq 
ohurchaa  of  tha  lAiitinippi  Baptist  Corwartton.  Nm«  itarm 
Wd/oi  ptwtographa  dapic^  babaMa  and  actMbas  for  taouiar 
or  oulaija  organcatioos  wi#  not  ba  pobSshed. 

Piatanad  mathod:  naws  may  ba  subnattad  alactronicaltv 

to  the  amail  address  balov*.  and  must  ba  mdoded  in  tha 

maoeaga  sagmant  of  an  email  form.  Sacondary  mathod:  nawi 
may  ba  tyrevyrittan  or  naatfy  prmtad  on  fl  1/2  by  timeh  pa- 
pw  and  madad  AD  artiefat  must  ba  receivad  in  writing,  no  at- 
tidaa  wdl  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Doe  to  ever-preeeie 
virvis  thraalt.  no  text  attachments  wiB  be  eccepied.  Photogreph 
atte^anents  in  JPEG  format  ate  permrsaibte. 

PImaa  make  attidas  conciia  Incfoda  tha  who.  what  .  whan. 

wheta  datailf  of  the  story,  etong  with  a  contact  parson  s 
•ddraaa  and  talaphotve  numbar 

Photogiephs  must  be  subnetled  etectronicelly  via  email  as 
sttaehmentsin  JPEGfomvat  Hard  copy  photographs  maflad 

through  tha  postal  taivtee  w«  not  ba  aecaptad.  Photographs 

must  be  ciaar,  sharp,  and  waMIrghteO  Phceogrophs  must  depici 
ft*  No  lanilacape'  building-,  or  object-onty  photographs  will 
ba  pntaad  Wrotographs  coteaawvg  mappropnate  geaturos  and 
ifoiaceonetite  dothavg  w*  not  be  pubfcshed  CeK  phone  phofcs 
giaphs  and  other  low  taaolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  wa* 
on  newaprrt  ere  genereSv  not  puWishebte 

Thera  «  no  guarantee  that  news  rtams  and/or  photographs 
wiil  be  publiehad.  and  unsoboted  matenal  will  not  be 
ocknowtadged  or  latumad.  All  nows  itams  ere  $ob)oct  to 
editing,  and  sM  photographs  are  subiect  to  cropping  News 
itMif  and/or  photographs  can  be  pubkshed  one  lime  only 
Oaaiftne  for  aubmittina  news  it  one  week  pnor  to  roguosted 
prdUcatiuii  date.  Artictas  that  are  not  date-sensrtrve  will  be 
pubtehad  on  a  apecaavailable  baea  These  gmdeknes  ere 
not  mesrt  10  be  axhauaina 

Sdimit  naive  10  The  Beptiat  Bacord.  PO  Boa  530.  Jackson. 
fis  wasnoeaa  FAJC  («01  J  292-3330  EmeJ  bapta*r#cord« 
oig 


Thb  Bapdit  ftBcoao  March  16.  201 7 
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What  is  Required?  •  Matthew  19:16-26 


'  9o  for  in  our  lestoiu  we  obaerve  Je- 
j||v  revealing  to  His  disciplea  who  He 
(a;  The  Meaaiah,  the  Son  of  Uv;  Uving 
Ood^andthnfidilliinentof  the  law  and 
^  prophets.  He  is  about  to  reveal  He 
if  the  only  way  to  the  kingdom  of  God. 

During  the  time  of  Jesus'  earth- 
Ijf  walk,  wealth  teas  seen  as  proof  of 
<^'a  approval  in  a  person's  life  and 
it  was  commonly  tau^t  by  the  rabbis 
that  rich  people  were  blessed  God 
and  were,  tlwrefore.  the  most  likely 
candidates  for  heaven.  Because  of 
thia.  wealth  was  paraded  as  an  honor. 
This  was  about  to  be  challenged.  Un- 
dcntandiifo  thia  pmpective  will  help 
us  widt  todj^s  scripture. 

We  ntid  tfsat  a  man  came  and  asked 
Jesus  how  to  receive  eternal  life.  We 
dcm’t  know  his  motives.  Perhaps  be 
merely  wanted  conflrmation  of  what 
be  believed  was  truth.  Jesus,  however, 
understood  the  man’s  heart  and  began 
quattioning  him  about  the  commands 
he  had  followed  knowing  that  the  man 
wwnid  answer  well.  We  can  almost 
'-see  the  nun  beaming  with  pride  as 
he  stated  be  had  followed  all  the  laws 
Jdfor  auntloned.  Perhaps  bis  ques¬ 
tion  c.  'What  do  I  still  lack?*  was  re- 
duasfant,  for  it  appeared  Jesus  would 
anuwer,  *)iothingr  Jesus,  however, 
revealed  one  more  thing  and  this  one 
aoM  thing  pierced  the  man’s  heart. 


It  was  the  one  thiim  be  could  not  give 
up.  Maybe  it  was  the  one  thiiu  he  re- 
Um  on  for  assurance  of  God’s  blessing 
and  salvation.  Sadly,  the  man  walkra 
away  from  true  salvation  because  he 
trusted  his  tradition  and  great  wealth. 

While  this  scripture  has  been  used 
to  promote  poverty  as  ‘ri^t  living", 
ironically  that  woiud  be  stui  ^pend- 
in^  on  the  “outward*  for  salvation. 
This  encounter  wasn't  about  ivealth 
or  poverty 
but  about 

our  longing  i  » 

to  provide  !  .  5 

our  own 
salvation. 

It  is  about 
control.  It 
is  about  the 
heart  and 
where  God 
reigiu  in 
our  lives. 

Jesus’  message  was  clear— it  is  im¬ 
possible  for  anyone  to  be  uved  on 
nis  own  merits  either  by  good  works 
or  supposed  blessings  from  God.  Je¬ 
sus  destroyed  that  notion  and  along 
with  it,  the  idea  that  eternal  life  can 
be  earned.  Looking  within  the  heart, 
it  was  dear  this  man  relied  on  his 
wealth  for  everything  including  salva- 
tioa.  Unless  be  let  go  of  this  bdief  he 


would  never  be  aUe  to  enter  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God. 

Jesus  recognizes  dependence  upon 
anything  other  than  Him  blinds  us  to 
our  true  selves.  When  we  are  proud  of 
accomplishments  and  wealth,  we  are 
as  likely  to  humble  ourselves  before 
Qod  as  a  camel  is  to  crawl  through  the 
em  of  a  needle.  He  uve  this  man  a 
choice  but  sadly  he  diose  his  wealth 
and  bis  pride  over  the  kingdom  of 
G^. 

Jesus 
began  to 
explain  an¬ 
other  truth 
to  his  dis¬ 
ciples  about 
Himself 
and'  their 
response  to 
Jesus' state- 
'  meat  about 
the  came]  indicated  they  must  have 
believed  the  Pharisee's  viewpoint  of 
wealth  because  they  asked, -"Who  then 
can  be  saved?"  If  the  wealthy  among 
them,  which'  induded  the  Pharisees 
and  scribes,  were  unworthy  of  heaven, 
what  hope  was  there  for  them? 

Jesus'  answer  is  the  foundation  of 
the  gospel:  "With  man  this  is  impos¬ 
sible,  but  with  God  all  things  are  pos¬ 
sible."  (Matthew  19:116  NiVi.  Men  are 


Explore  the 

with  Cvndi  Grace 


Victory  Over  Sin  •  Romans  6:4-13 


Kecently  I  had  the  privilege  of  bap- 
tiiins  a  ncAher  and  her  three  teensi^ 
dauipt'-r^.  Our  church  is  in  the  habit 
of  dapping  vigorously  each  time  a 
peraon  tidlows  (Hirist  In  baptism,  for 
the  body  of  Christ  knows  that  it’s  an 
exdting  beginning  for  this  new  believ¬ 
er.  God  has  come  aboard  the  lives  of 
these  new  pnrfessing  Christians  and 
he  will  now  empower  them  to  jive  a 
God-boooring,  (Auiet-centered  life. 

In  tfoi  vfaes  before  this  week,  Paul 
raniiidB  ua  of  the  victory  each  believer 
hae  in  Christ  over  sin.  Throu^  im- 
mersfon,  as  we  were  dipped  under  the 
'water,  we  eapreseed  our  desire  to  no 
longer  live  for  ourselves  but  for  Jesus. 
The  old  life  we  once  lived  was  bur¬ 
ied  done  away  with,  forgotten.  As  we 
were  brought  up  out  of  the  waters  of 
baptism  it  represented  our  new  life  in 
Christ.  Piul  described  this  experience 
to  another  of  his  writings:  Therefore, 
if  anyone  is  to  Christ,  he  is  s  new  cre¬ 
ation;  the  old  tua  gone,  the  new  has 
cornel*  U  Cor  5:17  NIV). 

One  dynam  ic  of  being  a  new  cre¬ 
ation  in  (hrist  is  that  God  has  now 
|dA..2n  ns  a  different  default  setting.  We 
no  laager  want  to  live  for  ouraelves 
but  fjs  The  sin  that  once  turned 
UL  on  now  turns  ,>e  off.  What  used  to 


excite  us  in  the  flesh  now  makes  us 
nauseous.  Living  for  God’s  pleasure  is 
now  out  passion. 

But  just  because  we  are  now  believ¬ 
ers  with  a  desire  to  please  God  d(M 
noi  mean  we  no  longer  strug^e  with 
sin.  Even  the  Apo^  Paul  wrestled 
to  do  the  ri^t  thing.  Listen  to  his 
struggle:  "I  do  not  understand  what  I 
do.  Pot  what  I  want  to  do  I  do  not  do. 
but  what  I  hate  I  do.  And  if  I  do  what 
I  do  not  want  to  do,  I  agree  that  the 
law  if  good.  _ 

As  it  U,  it  is 
no  longer  1 
myself  who 
do  it,  but 
it  is  sin  liv¬ 
ing  in  me. 

I  know  that 
nothing 
good  lives 
m  me,  that 
is.  in  my 

sinful  nature.  For  I  have  the  desire  to 
do  what  is  good,  but  I  cannot  carry  it 
out.  For  what  I  do  is  not  the  good  I 
want  to  do;  no.  the  evil  I  do  not  want 
to  do-this  I  keep  on  doing"  (Rom 
7:15-19  NIV).  .  ,  .  ,  „  , 

But  praise  be  to  the  Lord,  for  Paul 
finished  Romans  Chapter  7  on  an  ex¬ 


dies  fo]  Life 

wi'H  Jim  Burnett 


citing  note:  *  What  a  wretched  man 
I  a^  W^  win  rescue  me  from  this 
bo^  of  death? 

llianka  be  to  (fod— through  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  our  Lord!"  (Rom  7:24-25). 
Christ  has  indeed  come  to  the  sin¬ 
ner’s  rescue.  What  we  needed  most 
was  a  savior  and  that's  exactly  who 
God  sent. 

Often  it  seems,  however,  that  we 
as  C^hristians  have  the  desire  to  live 
a  life  pleasing  to  God  and  free  from 
sin,  yet  we 
lack  to  the 
power  to 
do  so.  Thus 
we  face  the 
same  di¬ 
lemma  the 
disciples  of 
Jesus  fared 
when  try¬ 
ing  to  stay- 
awake  to 
pray.  Jesus  said  about  them  what  I 
believe  is  often  true  about  us:  the 

spirit  is  willing  but  the  body  is  tveak" 
(Matt  26:41). 

To  combat  our  flesh,  we  must  live 
under  the  lordship  of  Jesus  Christ. 
We  must  daily  bring  our  thoughts, 
our  desires,  our  wills,  our  concerns. 
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saved  throu^  God’s  gifts  of  grace, 
mercy,  and  faith  (Eph^ians  a:B-9). 
Nothing  vte  do  or  own  can  earn  sahm- 
tion.  It  comes  when  we  recognize  our 
spiritual  pover^  and  our  utter  inabil- 
ify  to  do  anything  to  justify  ourselves 
to  a  holy  God. 

What  are  we  depending  upon  for 
salvation?  No,  be  honest.  I?  we  say  we 
only  depend  on  dirist,  1  quick  cbeyk 
^  our  thoughts  might  smw  some- 
ftiing  different.  If  we  sit  with  a  list  of 
do’s  and  don’ts  and  condemn  others 
for  breaking  one  of  our  "don’ts*  we 
are  just  as  guilty  of  self-reliance  as  the 
man  in  our  story.  Yes,  we  are  to  follow 
the  commands  of  God  but  our  salva¬ 
tion  does  not  come  from  "rule  follow¬ 
ing."  Our  salvation  comes  from  grace 
alone  in  Christ  alone.  He  is  the  only 
thing  we  are  to  have  uppermost  to  our 
hearts  and  minds.  We  must  honestly 
ask  ourselves  vriiere  our  security  sits? 
If  it  is  to  good  works,  we  are  doomed. 
If  it  is  in  wealth,  we  are  doomed.  If  it 
is  to  intellect,  we  are  doomed.  Even  if 
we  are  proud  of  our  poverty,  we  are 
doomed.  But  if  our  heart  and  soul  de¬ 
pend  upon  Christ  alone,  then  ours  is 
the  kingdom  of  God. ' 

Groce  is  a  Bible  teacher,  confer¬ 
ence  leader,  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


and  everything  else  and  put  them  un¬ 
der  Christ’s  control.  We  must  get  into 
our  prayer  closets  and  confess  the  sin 
that  so  easily  entangles  us.  We  must 
constantly  read  the  word  of  God  that 
is  living  and  active  and  then  align 
our  lives  tvith  h.  Stand  on  its  prom¬ 
ises  and  live  out  its  principles  in  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Make  good 
godly  choices.  * 

Another  step  we  can  take  to 
strengthen  ourselves  in  the  Lord  is  in¬ 
vite  one  or  two  other  believers  to  walk 
along  with  us,  encourage  us,  pray  with 
us,  and  hold  us  accountable.  When  we 
ate  living  in  isolation,  we  are  easy  tar¬ 
gets  of  Satan  and  our  flesh.  But  we  are 
always  better  together.  We  are  stron¬ 
ger  when  we  are  looking  out  for  one 
another.  We  all  have  blind  spots  4n 
our  lives  and  need  those  extra  pair  of 
eyes  of  a  friend  to  help  us  identify  our 
weak  areas  and  to  help  us  when  we  get 
stuck. 

Jesus  hut,  .’•■■ught  us  victory  over 
our  sin.  Now  it’s  incumbent  on  ufwio 
live  in  that  victory  which  requires  sur¬ 
render  and  obedience. 

Burnett  is  pastor  of  Willow  Pointe 
Church.  Hattiesburg 


II 


Disney  at1t  again,  pushing  perverse  themes 


NASHVLU  (8P  and  locai  f 
porta)  —  Hmm  pnmoting  bo- 
moMnial,  Uaeiual,  and  ttanagen' 
dor  are  becxnuii;  itKxe 

prevaknt  in  eoteitamment 
venuea  erpnaa^  iiuittoiad  to 
dddren — xnoat  ooiab^  vnth  Di»- 
ot/i  new  vmSon  of  aeaatf  and 
tfaeBwt. 

For  oamptev  die  reteffiug  of 
Beaoty  and  die  Beast  debuting 
to  diMten  Mardi  17  wiQ  indude 
a  lebngtbed  Ldtou  dbaiacter, 
who  1^  opteaB  a  bomoaenad  vet 
asUBictEd  attnctkntodKbeaMh 
and  macfao  diaracter  Gaatoo,  the 
movie's  dinotor  B0  Cdodon  toid 


Diaoey  has  dao  inchided  a 
aceac  vndi  aewenl  aame-gender 
cowks  kwehKindie  Fdi.  zrepi- 
a]deaftiiecfandren'ic«ctoon,Star 
VC.  tbe  Foiees  of  Evil,  avatUbK  on 
the  Diniey  XD  netvratk  website 
At  the  Feb.  18-ai  New  Ydrt; 
Toy  Fair.  Iboner  OnO  Coa^any 
unveiisd  a  new  doO  pdrtr^i^ 
who  neneives  nimadf  a 


16-year-old  traanpi- 
JsB  JenninK  wul  be 
in  Jiify,  Cbm  baa  re¬ 
ported.  Tbe  doU  baa  no  mcific 
dMracterMc  that  vMMild  dfeem  it 
traneeender,  but  is  designed  with 
Jenninta’ facial  teatures. 

The  Jaai  doD  ddiuted  with  a 
pink  dwt  and  denim  (dimts,  the 
outfit  Jeniunv  wears  cn  the  oov- 

lbs  dod  ia  aho  featured  in  Nmv 
York  bi  a  apafkluig  white  balle¬ 
rina  dieas. 


Jennings  posted  a  photo  of  the 
doO  at  Inatapam  with  the  descry 
tor, 'The  ^  h  considered  to  be 
the  frst ‘tranageoder’ doB  becauee 
it’s  based  00  an  intfividual  wdio  is 
baaiB.  Of  oauR«  it  is  sdD  jnst  a  re^ 
uho-girt  dol  became  tbat's  ^amcay 
vdiat  I  am:  a  repdar  gbU' 

Jemmnba^  vwaiing  ^ds’ 
doddng  before  the  age  of  five 
vdien  be  dedaied  at  bM  faiitbday 
p«ty  tbat  be  waa  a  bis  par- 
eola  iMvetaU  ABC  Miunge 
been  fcatnred  in  intetvievm  wifii 
Barbara  Wakera,  Katie  Oniric, 
and  Oprah  Winftw. 

One  Ifilion  bfoms  (iMll)  in 
Tupt^  affiiaitrri  with  tne;  Ameri¬ 
can  Faod^  Aaaodalioa  also  in  Tte- 


campaign  aginat  Disney  with  a 
.  peticiosi  that  baa  aheady  ooflected 
o««r  21,000  signatures  a  day  afier 
its  Manh  i  posting  at  onemiDioo- 
momaxom. 

-Itda  is  the  last  place  parents 
would  expact  tbetr  dAben  to  be 


icg  sexual  odnatstioa  Imaes  at 
tua  nature  are  betog.  introduced 
too  early  «id  too  soon,  and  it  it 
becodiing  extremely  cammoa 
and  unneoeMaty,*  ilM  said  in  a 
March  I  press  raease. 

‘Dh^  baa  decided  to  be  DO- 
fiticaily  corrM  versus  proviefing 
ftmSy-fihndiy  nkwIananeML 
Dhnqr  shoula  stick  to  enaetli^ 
faainstaad  of  pinhing  an  anenda. 

The  ttve-aetkm  versioo  of 
Beauty  and  tfae  Beast  win  include 
a  moment  that  Condon  has  de¬ 
scribed  as  ‘eadusKeiy  ay." 


"Id'aa  m  somebo^  who  on 
otK  day  wants  to  be  rSastnn  and 
on  anomer  day  walks  to  kha  Gae- 
ten,’  Ooixiaa  m  quoted  as  aa;^ 
ly  several  news  ottidB  inebimig 

‘He's  coohiiBrt  aboitf  what  faa 
wanta.  It's  aomrixxh  vdio’a  just 
re^dng  dut  he  baa  these  feel- 
inga,  and  Joah  [actor  Josh  Gad] 
maua  something  leaBy  subde 
anddehckwBautQfittmtfaefa  f 
wfaat  hae  its  payoff  a^Jbe  end, 
which  1  don't  want  to  ^  away, 
but  it  ii  a  nice,  exduei^  gay  mo¬ 
ment  in  a  Disney  movie. 

RegardiK  me  Star  vs.  the 
Forces  of  ^  anhnated  Disney 
XD  cartoon  featuring  bomosexnd 
kiaaes,  ta-yeaeold  utinoeaa  Star, 
the  tide  rhaterter,  is  attaidina  a 
comeit  at  wbiefa  ante  sex  coufles 
are  inehtded  in  a  scene  featuHag 
sevend  (kaacten  kiasinfr 

'Disiiey  baa  been  under  ptes- 
auie  from  the  gay  comianiiiy  to 


portray  openly  gay 
01  ilB  Tv  shows  I 


and  ntovies,* 


ators  of  [die  Dianey  movie]  Mo- 
ana  meikianed  m  an  mterview- 
dnt  diey  wouldn't  rule  out  an 
LGBT  Dnney  princess.  Director 
Ron  Clements  said,  H  seems  like 
the  poesMities  are  pretty  open 
at  due  point'' 

Ihe  petition  being  prometed 
by  iMkLa  a80.ooo-atioog|Bam 
slatta,  'T  do  not  agree  with  the 
lOBT  agenda  you  are  prnHng 


slatta,  1  do  not  agree  vnm  toe 
lOBT  agenda  you  are  pmHna 
on  fiunian  and  childreci.  You  wul 
not  have  nay  support  aa  long  as 
you  oontinoe  to  veer  mvay  fiom 
finnily-frienifly  entertainmenL’ 


Eight  companies  repeat  on  dirtiest  list  for  2017 

lanty  into  an  XXX-qmoe  that  with  aexuaOy  explicit  Tweets  and 
forters  child  sexual  abu^  sexual  images,  many  of  which  serve  as 
Msauk,  exfaibffiotiiBni.  stalking,  advertisements  for  pornography 
and  lewd  behavior  in  Hbraties  webshre  in’ online  prostitution, 
actoas  the  coiDilty,*  NOOSE  said.  Comcast  profits  from  aexual 

Amnesty  Interaational’s  doc-  eiqiloitation.  Coaroopolitan  is 
umented  support  cd  the  ^  ^  visuaOy  faypersexualiaed,  HBO 


taction  CNObffi)  bat  releMed  its 
2017  Dtrty  Doam  Ust  of  eompa- 
idea  moat  respons&ile  for  pro¬ 
moting  pornography  and  sex 
crimes  among  aduha  and  chil¬ 
dren  in  homes,  bbrarieB,  hotds, 
and  other  pboes. 

^Anuooa  the  American  U- 
btaty  Aasciciatkm  (ALA),  Am-' 
neaty  International,  Backpye. 
com,  Coammaihan  magwhie, 
HBO,  Snapdast,  and  YodDibe 
arc  repeats  on  the  2017  fist, 
with  me  ALA  tod  Coamopolban 
making  the  list  die  paat  five  con¬ 
secutive  wan.  Conicwt,  EB800 
Information  Services;  Rolni,  and 
TWbter  are  newcomers. 
wThe  distiirbuto  tram  is  tiist 
many  weO-eatabffimed  brands, 
oompanieB,  and  otganixations 
in  America  ate  maior  peipeda- 
ton  of  sexual  harm  —  whether 
that  be  through  pocnography. 


>rates  graiduc  sm  scene: 


limps  (Le.,  sex  tfaSeken)  Ymfim  is  a  m^r  pomogra' 
sex  buyers  over  the  human  phy  portal,  NOOSE  said. 

iple  in  prostitution,’  Smp^t  idlows  the  dis- 

1  leylb.ing  pros-  seisfoation  of  sexually  graphic 
materials,  NOOSE  sm,  vvhilc 
its  SnspoBsh  fieoture  bdiitates 
monet^  pavment  for  those 
ptoviding  such  content. 

EPSOO  Infonnatioa  Services, 
which  offers  online  library  re- 
uUic  and  private 

_  ,  _jlic  tibtaries,  and 

f  other  entities,  provides  'easy  sc- 
hardcore  pomographv 
'  extremely  graphic  sex- 
nt’NC06E«id. 
a  (earfing  manubeturer 


,  ^  .  The  Backpagexom  clastd-  sources  to 

lines,  books  featuring  eroti-  fied  adveitiring  website ‘brings 
cned  chad  nudity,  sex  doib,  the  seedy  street  cornets  of 
and  other  items.  America's  red-light  districts 

While  Amaaon't  corporate  to  home  .computers,"  NOOSE  sites  and 
pdky  prohibits  the  sale  of  poi^  said,  and'  'serves  as  a  virtual  ual  conte 

itogiai^  NOOSE  takL  the  on-  auction  block  where  sex  buy-  Koku, _ ^ _ 

Ime  retauer's  policies  are  coo-  era  can  shop  for  human  beings  of  digital  media  streaming  de- 

tndictoiy,  unoear,  and  not  wdl  for  sex  from  the  privacy  of  their  vioea,  “bdlitates  access  to  Hard- 

enforoed,  making  Amaaon  tiw  home,  office,  hom  room,  or  cdl  core  porncigtaphy  through  bun- 
world's  leadi^  porn  shop.'  phone—  The  wdieite  fadlitatea  dreds  df  dowrik..  dable  private 
The  ALA.ia  aocuaed  of  *aeal-  activity  by  editing  ads  to  and  hidden  channels.' 
oui^  encouraging  ISinries  to  conceal  the  iOei^ty  of  underly-  Founded  in  1962  as  Moraliti 

_  avoid  uting  Iikeinet  filters  on  ingaimina]  adtiyity.*  in  Media,  NtXiSE  markets  hseU 

Don-  NOOSE  aocuaed  Amaaon  of  puUie-accese  oompi^tas,  which  *  Dirb'  Doaen  newcomer  Twk-  ai  *tbe  leading  national  oru- 
Miil-  setog  *tliouaaiids  of  pomogra-  aOows  patrons  mkiding  efaS-  ter'serves  as  a  major  platform  to  nization  addimring  the  piMir 

pby-iSated  hems  to  numerous  chen  to  accem  obscene  maleri-  dimeminate  hardcore  pomogra-  health  crisis  of  pornography  and 

Dogw  catiegorias,’  inikidfan  hardcore  als.  'TUs  has  hired  tiie  once  safe  plW  and  frxilitate  prostimtion,*  exposing  the  bilks  between  all 

rank  poanogtapinc  fllini  and  mags-  community  setting  of  the  public  NCOSE  said.  This  site  is  riddled  fonns  of  aexual  exploitation.’ 


red-l^ght  diahricts 


>ilation.i 


